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CHEROKEE ; 

E.O. U652: 

TAGS: PFOK, Cri 

SUBJECT: CONTACT WITH PRCLO 

1. ON THE SECRETARY'S INSTRUCTIONS HABIB CONVEYEO A 
MESSAGE TO PRCLO DEC* 24. THE T E *T, WHICH WAS REAf? T° PRC L° 
ACTING CHIEF HAN HSU, IS AS FHU.°*S. BEGIN TEXT. 

2. THE SECRETARY HAS ASKED Ht TO* CONVEY THE FOLLUJINGI 
THE UNITED STATES AND CHINESE SiDES RECONFIRMED DURING 
THE SECRETARY'S RECENT VISIT 10 THE PEOPLE 5 2P«? U JS..2« 
CHINA THAT OUR BILATERAL RELAUoNSHlP CONTINUED ON COURSE 

- AND HAS NOT COOLED. THIS IS LErTAINLY THE DESIRE OF THE 
UNITED STATES WHICH CONSIDERS A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE PKC A KEY ELEMENT OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY* THE BASIC 
STRATEGY FOR ACHIEVING NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS REMAINS 

U U tSe SAME TIME, WE HAVE RECMvED REPORTS OF DISCUSSIONS 

WITH THE PRESS THAT APPEAK AT VARIANCE WITH THESE J"0™ EN TS. 
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES SUPROUNUlNG THE SECRETARY »S VISIT 
TO CHINA HAVE ADDED TO THIS PKO B LEM. THESE DEVELOPMENTS 
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HAVE RESULTED IN SOME COKmENT*Ry AND SPECULATION IN THE 
HEDIA THAT COULD CONFUSE PUBHC UNDERSTANDING OF 1HE PRO- 
CESS OF OUR RELATIONS. TO CAKRy OUT COMMON UNDERSTANDING'S 
NOT ONLY I HE SUBSTANCE 8UT TH£ APPEARANCE IS IMPORTANT • 

AS THE CHINESE SHOULD BE AWARfc FROM RECENT DISCUSSIONS, 
THE APPEARANCE OF PRESSURES CUhpLIC'ATES THE PROCESS OF 
ENSURING -PUBLIC -SUPPORT -FOR W«At NEEDS TO BE DONE* . THERE 
WAS MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING- IN PtKiNG THAT PRESIDENT FORO'S 
VISIT WAS AGREED WITHOUT CONDITION, AND WE BELIEVt THAT 
THIS IS THE NECESSARY CLIMATE 'To CARRY ON THE PROCESS OF 
NORMALIZATION,. WE DO NOT BEH.EvE IT IS IN EITHER SIDE'S 
INTEREST TO ' CREATE THE IMPRESSION OF DISSATISFACTION 
WITH THE ONGOING- PROCESS. MOREOVER, THIS IS MI5L£A0ING 
KITH RESPECT TO OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVES. 
WE WEHE ALSO SURPRISED BY STA I EtfENTS HADE TO SENATOR 
MANSFIELD QUESTIONING WHETHER THE SECRETARY HAD P?0- 
VIOED THE CHINESE WITH A FULL BrIEFING CONCERNING 
AGREEMENT REACHED WITH THE SOVI E T UNION AT VLADIVOSTOK* 
YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS ALWAYS BE&N ABLE TO COUNT ON THE 
SECRETARY'S WORD IN THE PAST AN 0 IT CAN CONTINUE TO 00 

so. 

WE OFFER THESE COMMENTS IN A SPIRIT OF CANDOR. AND A 
CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORT TO PROCEED WITH NORMALIZATION WHICH 
WE REMAIN FIRMLY DETERMINED T" PURSUE. IN THIS CUNNEC- 
TION, THE SECRETARY HAS ALSO AS K ED ME TO ENQUIRE WHETHER 
IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE FOR FOREIGN MINISTER CHIAO KUAN-HUA 
TO VISIT WASHINGTON, PERHAPS IN THE SPRING, OR IF THIS 
SHOULD BE INCONVENIENT, TO COME TO SOME OTHER POINT IN 
.THE UNITED STATES FOR A MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY TO 
DISCUSS PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENT FORDiS TRIP TO PEKING. 
SUCH"A VISIT COULD HELP TO SE I T HE FRAMEWORK FOR THE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT. MEETING IN T HE UNITED STATES WITH 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD BE A PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE 
WAY OF COUNTERING THOSE WHO WiSH TO SUGGEST THAT 1 HERE 
ARE SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN OUR EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP. 
END TEXT, 



3. AFTER HE HAD LISTENED TO IT, HAN HSU RAISED A NUMBER 
OF QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE SOURCES AND CITATIONS OF 
PARTICULAR NEWSPAPER REPORTS SO THAT HE COULD EXAMINE THE 
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EVIDENCE. hAKia SAIO wE Oll> 
AT ANY PARTICULAR STO^Y t ciUr 
PATTEri^ IN ^HlCh CHINESE UHt- 
OISSATISFiEO WITH THE CCJimSE 
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE CF A 
SUBSTANCE • MAN STRONGLY I^PL 
WKOTE THE STORIES MAY HAVE M 
HA8I3 010 NOT THINK IT OHSIR 
STORY AND THERE BY GET I*VOL 
NO 00U3T THAT HAN UNDERSTAND 
QUESTION!^ ONLY ONE ASPECT 



*Ut WANT TO POINT THt FINGER 
lh A T THERE APPEARED [U HE A 
ICIaLS ARE CITEO AS BtING 

Op US-PRC RELATIONS. HABIB 
Pi-t 4 RANCES AS WELL AS 
ItO THAT THE NEWSMEN *H0 
AU nO PRC SOURCES AT ALL. 
AOLR TO CITE ANY PARTICULAR 
VcO IN SPECIFICS. THE«E IS 
S ThE PROBLEM, DESPITt HIS 
01" IT, AND WILL REPOR] 



V e RaATIH WHAT WAS SAID. ON THE INVITATION TO CHIA0, HAN 
MERELY TOOK NOTE AN(j SAIO HE «OuLD REPORT, MAW 
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